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Therapeutic innovation in thoracic oncology has improved outcomes but has also shifted 

toxicity from a purely biomedical concept to a system-level burden that accumulates 

across the continuum of care. Comprehensive toxicity governance frames symptom 

burden, financial toxicity, and time toxicity as longitudinal outcomes relevant to clinical 

effectiveness, equity, and sustainability. Embedding these measures and integrating 

supportive and palliative care early can strengthen value-based decision-making, align 

care with patient goals, and inform policy on benefit, access, and resource allocation in 

thoracic malignancies. 
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